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Increasingly a spectator sport, electoral politics have become bitterly
polarized by professional consultants and lobbyists and have been
boiled down to the distributive mantra of "who gets what." In Everyday
Politics, Harry Boyte transcends partisan politics to offer an alternative.
He demonstrates how community-rooted activities reconnect citizens
to engaged, responsible public life, and not just on election day but
throughout the year. Boyte demonstrates that this type of activism has
a rich history and strong philosophical foundation. It rests on the
stubborn faith that the talents and insights of ordinary citizens-from
nursery school to nursing home-are crucial elements in public life.
Drawing on concrete examples of successful public work projects
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accomplished by diverse groups of people across the nation, Boyte
demonstrates how citizens can master essential political skills, such as
understanding issues in public terms, mapping complex issues of
institutional power to create alliances, raising funds, communicating,
and negotiating across lines of difference. He describes how these
skills can be used to address the larger challenges of our time, thereby
advancing a renewed vision of democratic society and freedom in the
twenty-first century.
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"Genealogies of Fiction is a study of gender, dynastic politics, and
intertextuality in medieval and Renaissance chivalric epic, focused on
Ludovico Ariosto's Orlando furioso. Relying on the direct study of
manuscripts and incunabula, this project challenges the fixed
distinction between medieval and early modern texts and reclaims
medieval popular epic as a key source for the Furioso. Tracing the



formation of the character of the warrior woman, from the amazon to
Bradamante, the book analyzes the process of gender construction in
early modern Italy. By reading the tension between the representations
of women as fighters, lovers, and mothers, this study shows how the
warrior woman is a symbolic center for the construction of legitimacy in
the complex web of fears and expectations of the Northern Italian
Renaissance court"--



