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Critically assesses claims made about the 'postmodernization’ of
culture and society, and explores the complex interplay between the
modern and the postmodern in an increasingly 'globalized world'. This
book argues that although culture may be 'postmodern’ in terms of art,
entertainment and everyday life, modernity exists and is pervasive.
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1. Serpentinites and Other Ultramafic Rocks: Why They Are Important
for Earth's History and Possibly for Its Future -- 2. Microbes in Extreme
Environments: Implications for Life on the Early Earth and Other Planets
-- 3. Phylogenetic Patterns of Endemism and Diversity -- 4. Plant
Speciation -- 5. Intraspecific Variation, Adaptation, and Evolution -- 6.
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Serpentine soils have long fascinated biologists for the specialized
floras they support and the challenges they pose to plant survival and
growth. This volume focuses on what scientists have learned about
major questions in earth history, evolution, ecology, conservation, and
restoration from the study of serpentine areas, especially in California.
Results from molecular studies offer insight into evolutionary patterns,
while new ecological research examines both species and communities.
Serpentine highlights research whose breadth provides context and
fresh insights into the evolution and ecology of stressful environments.
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