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Contents; Acknowledgements; lllustrations; 1 Introduction: Acting
English; 2 A British Cagney? Cinema and self-definition in the 1930's; 3
Mills at War, 1940-45: The nation incarnate?; 4 A Cautionary Note:
Great expeditions and the postwar world; 5 Dead Men, Angry Men and
Drunks: Post-traumatic stress and the 1950's; 6 The Spectre of
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A study of masculinity, national identity and the screen persona of the
actor John Mills. This work questions how it was possible for an actor to
embody national identity. It explores the cultural contexts in which

Mills and the nation became synonymous, and offers a perspective on
40 years of cinema and social change.
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"A candle lit in the darkness": the Christmas truce and the First World
War -- "Absolute hell": the Western Front in 1914 -- "A great day with
our enemies": the Christmas truce -- "No war today": the Christmas
truce as reported in official war diaries and regimental histories --
"One day of peace at the front": the Christmas truce and the British
press -- "That unique and weird Christmas": the Christmas truce during
the war -- "The curious Christmas truce": the First World War and the
Christmas truce, 1920-1959 -- "The famous Christmas truce": the First
World War and the Christmas truce, 1960-1969 -- "The legendary
Christmas truce": the First World War, the Christmas truce, and social
history, 1970-1989 -- "Memories of Christmas 1914 persist":
orthodoxy, revisionism, and the Christmas truce, 1990-2014 -- "It was
peace that won": the Christmas truce and the narrative of the First
World War.

The 1914 Christmas truce, when enemy soldiers met, fraternized, and
even played football in No Man's Land during the first year of the First
World War, is commonly perceived as a manifestation of the anger that
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soldiers felt toward the meaningless war that they had been tricked into
fighting. Contemporaneous sources, however, show that the truce was
not an act of defiance; rather, it arose from the professionalism of the
soldiers involved, the conditions of static trench warfare, foul weather
on the Western Front, the absence of major battles, and memories of
traditional celebrations of Christmas. The truce, in short, was caused by
rain, mud, curiosity, lack of personal animosity toward the enemy, and
homesickness, rather than by frustration and rebellion.
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