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If politics is a serious matter and humour a funny one, this volume
investigates how and why the boundaries between the two are blurred:
politics can be represented in a humorous manner and humour can
have a serious intent. Political humour conveys criticism against the
political status quo and/or recycles and reinforces dominant views on
politics. The data analysed comes from European states with different
sociopolitical histories and traditions and the methodologies adopted
originate in different fields (discourse analysis, folklore and cultural
studies, media studies, sociolinguistics, soci
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The phenomenon of the New Genetics raises complex social problems,
particularly those of privacy. This book offers ethical and legal
perspectives on the questions of a right to know and not to know
genetic information from the standpoint of individuals, their relatives,
employers, insurers and the state. Graeme Laurie provides a unique
definition of privacy, including a concept of property rights in the
person, and argues for stronger legal protection of privacy in the
shadow of developments in human genetics. He challenges the role and
the limits of established principles in medical law and ethics, including
respect for patient autonomy and confidentiality. This book will interest
lawyers, philosophers and doctors concerned both with genetic
information and issues of privacy; it will also interest genetic
counsellors, researchers, and policy makers worldwide for its practical
stance on dilemmas in modern genetic medicine.


