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1. Introduction

This book, based on revised papers originally delivered at the VII
International Systemic Functional Workshop in Valencia in 1995,
explores some of the choices open to speakers and writers for the
expression of meaning in different socio-cultural contexts. Many of the
papers draw their inspiration from models of language developed by
Michael Halliday and in particular recent theories of variation in relation
to texts and genres explored by Halliday and his followers. There is an
emphasis on the interdependence and interaction of linguistic choices
across sentence boundaries and speaking turns,



