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More than any other area of the grammar, tense-mood-aspect (TMA)
has provided evidence to fuel the ongoing debates about creole genesis
and about the relevance of pidgin and creole phenomena to language
theory more generally. This volume advances the debate in two ways.
First, it makes available in print for the first time and in its original
form William Labov's On the Adequacy of Natural Languages: I. "The
Development of Tense". Second, the volume features detailed analyses
of the TMA systems of seven diverse pidgins and creoles, which vary in
terms of their lexifying (superstrate) la


