
UNINA99104572190033211. Record Nr.

Titolo Social zooarchaeology : humans and animals in prehistory / / Nerissa
Russell [[electronic resource]]

Pubbl/distr/stampa Cambridge : , : Cambridge University Press, , 2012

ISBN 1-139-17945-4
1-107-22510-8
1-283-37812-4
9786613378125
1-139-18906-9
1-139-01971-6
1-139-18778-3
1-139-19037-7
1-139-18315-X
1-139-18547-0

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (xii, 548 pages) : digital, PDF file(s)

Disciplina 930.1

Soggetti Animal remains (Archaeology)
Human remains (Archaeology)
Social archaeology
Human-animal relationships - History
Prehistoric peoples
Rites and ceremonies, Prehistoric
Animals and civilization

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Livello bibliografico

Note generali Title from publisher's bibliographic system (viewed on 05 Oct 2015).

Nota di bibliografia

Nota di contenuto

Includes bibliographical references and index.

Sommario/riassunto

Beyond protein and calories -- Animal symbols -- Animals in ritual --
Hunting and humanity -- Extinctions -- Domestication as a human-
animal relationship -- Pets and other human-animal relationships --
Animal wealth -- Meat beyond diet -- Studying human-animal
relations.
This is the first book to provide a systematic overview of social
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zooarchaeology, which takes a holistic view of human-animal relations
in the past. Until recently, archaeological analysis of faunal evidence
has primarily focused on the role of animals in the human diet and
subsistence economy. This book, however, argues that animals have
always played many more roles in human societies: as wealth,
companions, spirit helpers, sacrificial victims, totems, centerpieces of
feasts, objects of taboos, and more. These social factors are as
significant as taphonomic processes in shaping animal bone
assemblages. Nerissa Russell uses evidence derived from not only
zooarchaeology, but also ethnography, history and classical studies, to
suggest the range of human-animal relationships and to examine their
importance in human society. Through exploring the significance of
animals to ancient humans, this book provides a richer picture of past
societies.


