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I. The historical and institutional background. Muhammad and the birth
of Islam -- The basic institutions of Islam -- II. General themes. The
islamization of Africa -- The africanization of Islam -- Muslim identity
and the slave trades -- Western views of Africa and Islam -- III. Case
studies. Morocco: Muslims in a "Muslim nation" -- Ethiopia: Muslims in
a "Christian nation" -- Asante and Kumasi: a Muslim minority in a "sea
of paganism" -- Sokoto and Hausaland: jihad within the Dar al-Islam --
Buganda: religious competition for the kingdom -- The Sudan: the
Mahdi and Khalifa amid competing imperialisms -- Senegal: Bamba and
the Murids under French colonial rule -- Conclusion.
Examining a series of processes (Islamization, Arabization,
Africanization) and case studies from North, West and East Africa, this
book gives snapshots of Muslim societies in Africa over the last
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millennium. In contrast to traditions which suggest that Islam did not
take root in Africa, author David Robinson shows the complex struggles
of Muslims in the Muslim state of Morocco and in the Hausaland region
of Nigeria. He portrays the ways in which Islam was practiced in the
'pagan' societies of Ashanti (Ghana) and Buganda (Uganda) and in the
ostensibly Christian state of Ethiopia - beginning with the first
emigration of Muslims from Mecca in 615 CE, well before the
foundational hijra to Medina in 622. He concludes with chapters on the
Mahdi and Khalifa of the Sudan and the Murid Sufi movement that
originated in Senegal, and reflections in the wake of the events of
September 11, 2001.
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This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 17th European
Conference on Evolutionary Computation in Combinatorial
Optimization, EvoCOP 2017, held in Amsterdam, The Netherlands, in
April 2017, co-located with the Evo*2017 events EuroGP, EvoMUSART
and EvoApplications. The 16 revised full papers presented were
carefully reviewed and selected from 39 submissions. The papers cover
both empirical and theoretical studies on a wide range of academic and
real-world applications. The methods include evolutionary and memetic
algorithms, large neighborhood search, estimation of distribution
algorithms, beam search, ant colony optimization, hyper-heuristics and
matheuristics. Applications include both traditional domains, such as
knapsack problem, vehicle routing, scheduling problems and SAT; and
newer domains such as the traveling thief problem, location planning
for car-sharing systems and spacecraft trajectory optimization. Papers
also study important concepts such as pseudo-backbones, phase
transitions in local optima networks, and the analysis of operators. This
wide range of topics makes the EvoCOP proceedings an important
source for current research trends in combinatorial optimization.


