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When is wartime? On the surface, it is a period of time in which a
society is at war. But we now live in what President Obama has called
an age without surrender ceremonies,"" as the Administration
announced an ""end to conflict in Irag," even though conflict on the
ground is ongoing. It is no longer easy to distinguish between wartime
and peacetime. In this inventive meditation on war, time, and the law,
Mary Dudziak argues that wartime is not as discrete a time period as
we like to think. Instead, America has been engaged in some form of
ongoing overseas armed conflict for over a century.
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"The authors of the present volume, Myth, Materiality, and Lived
Religion, focus on the material dimension of Old Norse mythology and
the role played by myths in everyday life. More broadly expressed, the
collection looks at the social, ceremonial and material contexts of
myths. This topic has been underexplored in previous research on Old
Norse myths, despite its important theoretical implications. However,
discussions around materiality, in a more general sense, have for a long
time been significant for historians of religion, especially
archaeologists. Myth, Materiality, and Lived Religion seeks to make the
case for the relevance of materiality to literary historians and
philologists as well.

Questions relating to the theme of materiality and lived religion are
posed in this book, including:

* What do myths tell us about the material culture of the periods in
which they were narrated?

* What role did myths or mythical beings play in connection to, for
instance, illnesses and remedies during the Viking Period and the
Middle Ages?



« How did ordinary people experience participation in a more formal
sacrificial feast led by ritual specialists?

The editors of this book are all associated with the Department of
Ethnology, History of Religions and Genders Studies at Stockholm
University, Sweden."



