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This work arose from the desire to teach foreign students in North
America a particular variety of language used in their disciplines
(speech situations), whereupon the inadequacy or non-existence of
previous study became apparent.Given this raison d'etre, the work first
illustrates one approach to the analysis of language in order to test
whether something of significance can be said about the typology of
texts and discourse. The approach chosen is Systemic Functional
Grammar, with its roots in the Prague School of Linguistics and the
London School of J.R. Firth, a theory that is particularly
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