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Allegorical capture and interpretive release.

Caterpillage is a study of seventeenth-century Dutch still life painting.
It develops an interpretive approach based on the author's previous
studies of portraiture, and its goal is to offer its readers a new way to
think and talk about the genre of still life. The book begins with a
critique of iconographic discourse and particularly of iconography's
treatment of vanitas symbolism. It goes on to argue that this treatment
tends to divert attention from still life's darker meanings and from the
true character of its traffic with death. Interpretations of still life that
focus on the vanity of hu






