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This book explores the role of the welfare state in the overall wealth
and well being of nations and in particular looks at the American
welfare state in comparison with other developed nations in Europe and
elsewhere.lt is widely believed that the welfare state undermines
productivity and economic growth, that the United States has an
unusually small welfare state, and that it is, and always has been, a
welfare state laggard. This book shows that all rich nations, including
the United States, have large welfare states because the socialized



programs that comprise the welfare state-public educa



