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Why is a raven like a writing-desk? The concept of similarity lies at the
heart of this new book on contrastive analysis. Similarity judgements
depend partly on properties of the objects being compared, and partly
on what the person judging considers to be relevant to the assessment;
similarity thus has both objective and subjective aspects. The author
shows how contrastive analysis and translation theory make use of the
concept in different ways, and explains how it relates to the
problematic notions of equivalence and tertium comparationis. The
book then develops a meaning-based contrastive
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