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Noir Atlantic follows the influence of African American author Chester
Himes on Francophone African crime fiction. In 1953, Chester Himes
emigrated to Paris where he struggled to publish, just as he had in the
United States, until the "Harlem Domestic Series" transformed the
author into a cult figure for a generation of Parisian readers who
appreciated the blend of absurdist humor and violence. For African
authors, these novels also modeled an escape from a high literary
paradigm inherited from the colonial experience. Himes's ambiguous
role as a famous "French" writer paradoxically also made
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