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Mathematical models are being used more and more widely to study
complex dynamic systems (global weather, ecological systems,
hydrological systems, nuclear reactors etc. including the specific
subject of this book, crop-soil systems). The models are important aids
in understanding, predicting and managing these systems. Such
models are complex and imperfect. One fundamental research direction
is to seek a better understanding of how these systems function, and to
propose mathematical expressions embodying that understanding.
However, this is not sufficient. It is also essential to have


