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Few issues in contemporary U.S> politics have remained on the public
agenda so long and so divisively as abortion policy. The landmark
Supreme Court decision of Roe v. Waade, which held that laws
prohibiting first trimester abortions were illegal because they violated a
woman's right to privacy, still generates heated controversy today, a
quarter of a century after it was made. The seeds of that controversy
were sown in the seven years immediately preceding Roe, when state
legislatures tried to reconcile religious opposition to abortion and
individuals' civil liberties.
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