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1. Life as a weapon : historical roots of a modern phenomenon -- 2.
The global rise of suicide bombings : analysis of trends -- 3.

Explaining suicide bombings -- 4. Suicide bombings : homicidal killing
or a weapon of war? -- 5. What have we learned?

In an age when the Western world is preoccupied with worries about
weapons of mass destruction in terrorist hands, terrorists across many
parts of the globe are using a more basic device as a weapon - life
itself. Suicide bombing has become a weapon of choice among terrorist
groups because of its lethality and unrivalled ability to cause mayhem
and fear, but what is the real driving force behind these attacks? For
the first time, Suicide Bombings analyzes concrete data from The
Suicide Terrorism Database at Flinders University, Australia, to explain
what motivates the



