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Over the past few decades, mainline Protestant denominations in North
America have been experiencing a significant decline in membership,
active participation, and financial contributions. In the midst of this
decline, these denominations have been caught up in a variety of
controversial religious, ecclesiastical, and social issues-a shift from
neo-orthodox to liberal theology, the advent of inclusive liturgical and
biblical language, denominational support for often controversial social
issues, and heated debates around human sexuality, particularly the
place of homosexuals in the church. To
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