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In August 2004, South Africa officially sought to legally recognize the
practice of traditional healers. Largely in response to the HIV/AIDS
pandemic, and limited both by the number of practitioners and by
patients' access to treatment, biomedical practitioners looked toward
the country's traditional healers as important agents in the
development of medical education and treatment. This collaboration
has not been easy. The two medical cultures embrace different ideas
about the body and the origin of illness, but they do share a history of
commercial and ideological competition and different r
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