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In July 2003, a conference was held at the University of Heidelberg
(Germany), focusing on the people and land of Judah during the 5th

and early 4th centuries B.C.E.— the period when the Persian Empire
held sway over the entire ancient Near East. This volume publishes the
papers of the participants in the working group that attended the
Heidelberg conference.Participants whose contributions appear here
include: Y. Amit, B. Becking, J. Berquist, J. Blenkinsopp, M. Dandamayev,
D. Edelman, T. Eskenazi, A. Fantalkin and O. Tal, L. Fried, L. Grabbe, S.
Japhet, J. Kessler, E. A. Knauf, G. Knoppers, R. Kratz, A. Lemaire, O.
Lipschits, H. Liss, M. Oeming, L. Pearce, F. Polak, B. Porten and A.
Yardeni, E. Stern, D. Ussishkin, D. Vanderhooft, and J. Wright.The
conference was the second of three meetings; the first, held at Tel Aviv
in May 2001, was published as Judah and the Judeans in the Neo-
Babylonian Period by Eisenbrauns in 2003. A third conference focusing
on Judah and the Judeans in the Hellenistic era was held in the summer
of 2005, at Minster, Germany, and will also be published by



Eisenbrauns.



