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Gang culture is one of the most volatile issues to have impacted young
people throughout history and around the world. By focusing on the
fictional representation of youth gangs, this work presents a unique
perspective on an all-too-real phenomenon and its many
manifestations. Organized chronologically and topically, the volume
begins with a powerful essay tracing the origins and developments of
youth gangs, from the early days of the Wild West to immigration gangs
in 19th- and 20th-century America and the ||Twenty chapters, each
introduced with a primary document, fully explore the different



