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engagement as intrinsic good: Arendt and company -- Political
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energy -- Is political engagement better than sex? -- Conclusion:
Tocqueville vs. the full monty.

Handwringing about political apathy is as old as democracy itself. As
early as 425 BC, the playwright Aristophanes ridiculed his fellow
Athenians for gossiping in the market instead of voting. In more recent
decades, calls for greater civic engagement as a democratic cure-all
have met with widespread agreement. But how realistic--or helpful--is
it to expect citizens to devote more attention and energy to politics? In
Attention Deficit Democracy, Ben Berger provides a surprising new
perspective on the problem of civic engagement, challenging idealists
who aspire to revolutionize democracies and their citizens, but also
taking issue with cynics who think that citizens cannot--and need
not--do better. "Civic engagement" has become an unwieldy and
confusing catchall, Berger argues. We should talk instead of political,
social, and moral engagement, figuring out which kinds of engagement
make democracy work better, and how we might promote them.
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Focusing on political engagement and taking Alexis de Tocqueville and
Hannah Arendt as his guides, Berger identifies ways to achieve the
political engagement we want and need without resorting to coercive
measures such as compulsory national service or mandatory voting. By
providing a realistic account of the value of political engagement and
practical strategies for improving it, while avoiding proposals we can
never hope to achieve, Attention Deficit Democracy makes a persuasive
case for a public philosophy that much of the public can actually
endorse.
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Consumer Culture and its Futures: Dreams and Consequences -- “You
are a Socialist Child like me”: Goods and Identity in Bulgaria --
Consumer Culture from Socialist Yugoslavia to Post-Socialist Serbia:
Movements and Moments -- Overview of Consumer Culture in Bulgaria:
From Perestroika to Facebook -- Consuming “Others”: Post-socialist
Realities and Paradoxes of Appropriation in Serbia -- The Meanings
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and Practices of “Consumer Activism” in Post-Socialist Bulgaria --
Preserves Exiting socialism: Authenticity, Anti-Standartization and
Middle Class Consumption in Postsocialist Romania -- The Pleasures of
Being Global: Cultural Consumption of Pizza and Sushi in a Bulgarian
City -- Consumption of the Past: Constructing Antiquity of an
Archaeological Site in Bulgaria and Marketing the Ideological Narrative
-- Modernization and the Department Store in Early 20th Century
Japan: Modern Girl and New Consumer Culture Lifestyles -- A Cultural
Reading of Conspicuous Consumption in China -- Middle Strata
Consumption Patterns as a “Key” for Understanding Japanese Society.

This fascinating collection analyzes the impact of Western consumer
culture on local cultures and consumption in Southeast Europe and East
Asia. Cultural, historical, economic and sociopolitical contexts are
examined regarding buying behaviors, usage and customization
practices and consumer activism, specifically in Bulgaria, Serbia, and
Romania as cultures continue to evolve in the post-socialist era, and in
China and Japan as a continuation of movements toward modernity and
progress. Surprising and thought-provoking contrasts stand out as
consumers balance the global with the local in terms of clothing,
technology, luxury items, and food. All chapters feature a wealth of
empirical and cross-cultural data, and the presentation is framed by
Professor Mike Featherstone’s theoretical essay on the origins of
consumer culture and the consequences of two hundred years of
increasing consumption for the human condition and the future of the
planet. Included in the coverage: “You are a socialist child like me”:
Goods and Identity in Bulgaria Consumer Culture from Socialist
Yugoslavia to Post-Socialist Serbia: Movements and Moments Preserves
Exiting Socialism: Authenticity, Anti-Standardization, and Middle-Class
Consumption in Post-Socialist Romania Modernization and the
Department Store in Early 20th-Century Japan: Modern Girl and New
Consumer Culture Lifestyles A Cultural Reading of Conspicuous
Consumption in China Approaching Consumer Culture broadens the
cultural anthropology literature and will be welcomed by Western and
Eastern scholars and researchers alike. Its depth and accessibility make
it useful to university courses in cultural anthropology, cultural studies,
and sociology.



