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Frontmatter -- Contents -- Acknowledgments -- Contributors -- 1.
Protecting Rights and Freedoms: An Overview -- 2. Parliament's Role in
Protecting the Rights and Freedoms of Canadians -- 3. The Political
Purposes of the Charter: Have They Been Fulfilled? An Agnostic's Report
Card -- 4. The Charter and Quebec -- 5. Rights Talk: The Effect of the
Charter on Canadian Political Discourse -- 6. Have the Equality Rights
Made Any Difference? -- 7. The Supreme Court Judges' Views of the
Role of the Courts in the Application of the Charter -- 8. The Charter
Then and Now -- 9. The Supreme Court's Rethinking of the Charter's
Fundamental Questions (Or Why the Charter Keeps Getting More
Interesting) -- 10. Is Democracy a Constitutional Right? New Turns in
an Old Debate -- 11. Aprés Nous la Liberté? -- 12. Multirow Federalism
and the Charter -- 13. Nationalistic Minorities and Liberal Traditions

In his introduction to this collection of essays by constitutional experts,
Philip Bryden says that Canadians can be proud of their commitment to
the protection of rights and liberties in the Charter. Canada, he
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believes, is a better place to live then it would be otherwise.

Nevertheless, as the essays in this book reveal, the case in favour of the

Charter is not simple or one-sided. For instance, Kim Campbell,
minister of justice at the time of writing, and Jeffrey Simpson of the
Globe and Mail express concern that the Charter promotes a rights
discourse that threatens to overwhelm the ordinary politics of
recognizing and accommodating different interests. Dean Lynn Smith
of the University of British Columbia law faculty observes that the
Charter rights are better understood as complementing than as
supplanting traditional mechanisms. The authors, diverse in
background and outlook, reflect varying points of view but share a
significant degree of consensus on issues that need to be addressed.
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Introduction -- Criteria-based definitions of scientific terms --
Comparisons between generations -- Objections to theories of
generational justice -- What to sustain? : capital or well being as an
axiological goal -- How much to sustain? : the demands of justice in
the intergenerational context -- Conclusion.
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The appeal to ‘our obligations to future generations' is one of the most
forceful, emotional and effective arguments available to politicians and
citizens and is the cornerstone of all modern policies aimed at
sustainable development. Yet, the exact nature and extent of these
obligations are unclear - who owes what to whom, exactly, and why?
This highly accessible book provides an extensive and comprehensive
overview of current research and theory about why and how we should
protect future generations. It exposes how and why the interests of
people today and those of future generations are ofte



