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Based on five years of fieldwork in Boston, Can't Catch a Break
documents the day-to-day lives of forty women as they struggle to
survive sexual abuse, violent communities, ineffective social and
therapeutic programs, discriminatory local and federal policies,
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criminalization, incarceration, and a broad cultural consensus that
views suffering as a consequence of personal flaws and bad choices.
Combining hard-hitting policy analysis with an intimate account of how
marginalized women navigate an unforgiving world, Susan Sered and
Maureen Norton-Hawk shine new light on the deep and complex
connections between suffering and social inequality.
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The three-volume set LNCS 13980, 13981 and 13982 constitutes the
refereed proceedings of the 45th European Conference on IR Research,
ECIR 2023, held in Dublin, Ireland, during April 2-6, 2023. The 65 full
papers, 41 short papers, 19 demonstration papers, 12 reproducibility
papers consortium papers, 7 tutorial papers, and 10 doctorial
consortium papers were carefully reviewed and selected from 489
submissions. The book also contains, 8 workshop summaries and 13
CLEF Lab descriptions. The accepted papers cover the state of the art in
information retrieval focusing on user aspects, system and foundational
aspects, machine learning, applications, evaluation, new social and
technical challenges, and other topics of direct or indirect relevance to
search.
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Why do some attempts to conclude alliance treaties end in failure? From
the inability of European powers to form an alliance that would stop
Hitler in the 1930s, to the present inability of Ukraine to join NATO,
states frequently attempt but fail to form alliance treaties. This text
sheds new light on the purpose of alliance treaties by recognizing that
such treaties come from negotiations, and that negotiations can end in
failure. It identifies two conditions that result in non-agreement: major
incompatibilities in the internal war plans of the participants, and
attractive alternatives to a negotiated agreement for various parties to
the negotiations. As a result, the work focuses on a group of states
largely ignored by scholars: states that have attempted to form alliance
treaties but failed.



