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Anthropocentrism is a charge of human chauvinism and an
acknowledgement of human ontological boundaries. Anthropocentrism
has provided order and structure to humans’ understanding of the
world, while unavoidably expressing the limits of that understanding.
This collection explores the assumptions behind the label
‘anthropocentrism’, critically enquiring into the meaning of ‘human’. It
addresses the epistemological and ontological problems of charges of
anthropocentrism, questioning whether all human views are inherently
anthropocentric. In addition, it examines the potential scope for
objective, empathetic, relational, or ‘other’ views that trump
anthropocentrism. With a principal focus on ethical questions
concerning animals, the environment and the social, the essays
ultimately cohere around the question of the non-human, be it animal,
ecosystem, god, or machine.


