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"There was so much space." These words epitomize ecologist Joe
Truett's boyhood memories of the Angelina River valley in East Texas.
Years and miles later, back home for the funeral of his grandfather,
Truett began a long meditation on the world Corbett Graham had
known and he himself had glimpsed, a now-vanished world where wild
hogs and countless other animals rustled through the leaves, cows ate
pinewoods grass instead of corn, oaks and hickories and longleaf pines
were untouched by the corporate ax, and the river flowed freely.
Truett's meditation resulted in this clear-sighted po
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