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Few Southern elites gave more to the Confederate cause or suffered
more in its defeat than General Wade Hampton III of South Carolina.
One of the South's most illustrious military leaders, Hampton was for a
time the commander of all Lee's cavalry and at the end of the war was
the highest-ranking Confederate cavalry officer. Yet for all Hampton's
military victories, he also suffered devastating losses. He lost a beloved
son and a brother, his own home as well as his grandfather's ancestral
mansion, and his vast personal fortune. He failed to deter Sherman's
legions from capturing his hometown o
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