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Globalization, the dominant economic force of this era, is a
phenomenon that invites misrepresentation and exaggeration. One of
its results has been to introduce several false premises into this
country's policy debates. So says William Watson, whose new book
draws on economics and history to pose interesting challenges to
modes of thinking that have become habitual in late twentieth-century
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Canadian life.Watson begins by pointing out that globalization is not
new: Canadians have some 400 years' experience of being dependent
on economic events in other countries. He goes on to show that
deepening economic integration does not bind governments as tightly
as much popular commentary suggests, but rather leaves room for
considerable diversity in national economic and social policies.
Although Canadians remain free to choose what size government they
want, Watson argues that their decision to invest so much of their
national identity in a larger-than-American state has been harmful to
the country in ways that only now are becoming clear.This vigorously
argued book offers much new insight and corrects many current
misperceptions about Canadian affairs. Readers will welcome its lively
mix of historical and contemporary perspectives.


