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'A great effusion of blood' was a phrase used frequently throughout
medieval Europe as shorthand to describe the effects of immoderate
interpersonal violence. Yet the ambiguity of this phrase poses
numerous problems for modern readers and scholars in interpreting
violence in medieval society and culture and its effect on medieval
people. Understanding medieval violence is made even more complex
by the multiplicity of views that need to be reconciled: those of modern
scholars regarding the psychology and comportment of medieval
people, those of the medieval persons themselves as perpetrators or
victims of violence, those of medieval writers describing the acts, and
those of medieval readers, the audience for these accounts. Using
historical records, artistic representation, and theoretical articulation,
the contributors to this volume attempt to bring together these views
and fashion a comprehensive understanding of medieval conceptions of
violence.Exploring the issue from both historical and literary
perspectives, the contributors examine violence in a broad variety of
genres, places, and times, such as the Late Antique lives of the martyrs,
Islamic historiography, Anglo-Saxon poetry and Norse sagas, canon law
and chronicles, English and Scottish ballads, the criminal records of
fifteenth-century Spain, and more. Taken together, the essays offer
fresh ways of analysing medieval violence and its representations, and
bring us closer to an understanding of how it was experienced by the
people who lived it.


