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Prologue: 1560: British policies and the British context -- ; 1. Argyll's
life and character. Education and formation. Marriage and divorce.
Character and beliefs -- ; 2. Semi-sovereign prince. Military strength.
Legal jurisdiction. Clan Campbell. Land and wealth. Argyll's court. The
5th earl's affinity. National office and influence -- ; 3. The creation of a
British policy: 1558-1560. The Reformation in Scotland. The forging of
the Anglo-Scottish alliance. British policy in Ulster -- ; 4. The collapse
of amity: 1561-1565. Mary's personal rule. The failure of British policy
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in Ulster. The fracturing of Anglo-Scottish friendship -- ; 5. The
reconfiguration of British politics: 1566-1568. The disintegration of
Mary's rule.

Early modern historians have theorized about the nature of the new
'British’ history for a generation. This study examines how British
politics operated in practice during the age of Mary, Queen of Scots,
and explains how the crises of the mid-sixteenth century moulded the
future political shape of the British Isles. A central figure in these
struggles was the fifth earl of Argyll, the most powerful magnate not
only at the court of Queen Mary, his sister-in-law, but throughout the
three kingdoms. His domination of the Western Highlands and Islands
drew him into the complex politics of the north of Ireland, while his
Protestant commitment involved him in Anglo-Scottish relations. His
actions also helped determine the Protestant allegiance of the British
mainland and the political and religious complexion of Ireland. Argyll's
career therefore demonstrates both the possibilities and the limitations
of British history throughout the early modern period.
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