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From the point of his arrest through to the final disposition of his case,
the authors follow the accused as he proceeds through the criminal
control system. They draw a picture of one who is dependent upon the
orders and decisions of the police, crown attorney, defence lawyer, and
judge and not a defendant with significant autonomy. Substudies
conducted under a program of the Centre of Criminology provide
empirical material on patrol police, detectives, crown attorneys and
defence lawyers and are complemented by the authors? own interviews
of accused persons. They produce a unique picture of the person who
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stands accused: unlike the official agents who are regular and
experienced participants in the criminal process, the accused is a ?one-
shot? player.As a dependant he is subject to the orders and decisions
of the official criminal control agents; he fails to exercise what appear
externally as his formal rights because the apparent costs exceed the
advantages. He complies with police searches, fails to remain silent,
fails to call a third party, gives a statement, often does not obtain a
lawyer, routinely accepts his lawyer?s advice, rarely demands a trial,
often remains silent in court, and very rarely considers an appeal. The
ordering which the accused meets out of court is reproduced in the
public forum of the court. Through the display of formal legal
rationality there and in the belief that matters ?could have been a lot
worse,? he experiences the ?majesty, justice, and mercy? of the criminal
process and, in turn, accords legitimacy to the actions taken against
him. The authors discuss prospects for changing the criminal process
and conclude that the range of reforms that have been advocated, and
sometimes implemented, does not lead to an alteration of the accused?
s position within the ordering of justice because the system is not truly
adversarial. Rather, it serves the interests of the state in ordering the
population as well as professional interests of those who man the
system.


