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" In their innovative treatments of seemingly incomparable works, these
critics promote dialogue not only about the texts under consideration
but also about the very nature of how we read across lines of gender,
race, class, and history. Individually, the essays are insightful and
strong; collectively, they highlight the vibrancy of current research on
nineteenth -century American women writers in particular and
nineteenth-century American literature in general ... an ideal critical
companion for upper-level undergraduate or graduate courses."-Annie
Merrill Ingram, Symploke
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Performance accountability has been the dominant trend in education
policy reform since the 1970's. State and federal policies set standards
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for what students should learn; require students to take ""high-stakes""
tests to measure what they have learned; and then hold students,
schools, and school districts accountable for their performance. The
goal of these policies is to push public school districts to ensure that all
students reach a common threshold of knowledge and skills. High-
Stakes Reform analyzes the political processes and historical context
that led to the enactment of state-level...


