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Icons of Life tells the engrossing and provocative story of an early
twentieth-century undertaking, the Carnegie Institution of
Washington's project to collect thousands of embryos for scientific
study. Lynn M. Morgan blends social analysis, sleuthing, and humor to
trace the history of specimen collecting. In the process, she illuminates
how a hundred-year-old scientific endeavor continues to be felt in
today's fraught arena of maternal and fetal politics. Until the embryo
collecting project-which she follows from the Johns Hopkins anatomy
department, through Baltimore foundling homes, and all the way to
China-most people had no idea what human embryos looked like. But
by the 1950's, modern citizens saw in embryos an image of "ourselves
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unborn," and embryology had developed a biologically based story
about how we came to be. Morgan explains how dead specimens
paradoxically became icons of life, how embryos were generated as
social artifacts separate from pregnant women, and how a fetus
thwarted Gertrude Stein's medical career. By resurrecting a nearly
forgotten scientific project, Morgan sheds light on the roots of a
modern origin story and raises the still controversial issue of how we
decide what embryos mean.
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Commissioner on National Minorities / Arie Bloed and Rianne Letschert
-- The Council of Europe's Framework Convention for the Protection of
National Minorities / Asbjørn Eide -- The Council of Europe European
Charter for Regional or Minority Languages / Robert Dunbar --
Developments relating to minorities in the law on genocide / William A.
Schabas -- The United Nations International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights / Maria Amor and Martin Estebanez -- The
United Nations International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Racial Discrimination / Ivan Garvalov -- The United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child and Children Belonging to
Minority Groups / Jaap E. Doek -- UNESCO's Convention Against
Discrimination in Education / Fons Coomans -- A patchwork of
'successful' and 'missed' synergies in the jurisprudence of the ECHR /
Kristin Henrard -- The many faces of minority policy in the European
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There has recently been a remarkable growth in standard-setting with
respect to the protection of minorities in international and European
law. Layered on top of existing human rights standards relevant to
minorities, these developments have resulted in a complex and multi-
faceted regime, but one which still does not amount to an integrated
and coherent system of minority protection. In addition to providing an
up-to-date account of the relevant standards and their development in
practice, this collection breaks new ground by seeking to identify the
extent to which some integration and coherence (synergy) is emerging
as a result of the work of treaty-monitoring bodies and other
international institutions. Leading experts on the main instruments and
institutions assess matters such as the application of similar principles,
the emergence of common themes, explicit cross-referencing between
treaty bodies and international institutions and the development of
similar working methods.


