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To help better prepare nations for the increase in disability brought
about by musculoskeletal conditions, a Scientific Group meeting was
held to map out the burden of the most prominent musculoskeletal
conditions. In particular, the Group gathered data on the incidence and
prevalence of rheumatoid arthritis, osteoarthritis, osteoporosis, major
limb trauma, and spinal disorders. Data was collected and organized by
world region, gender, and age groups to assist with the ongoing WHO
Global Burden of Disease 2000 study. The Group also considered what
is known about the severity and course of thes
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