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Approved by the General Assembly of the United Nations in 1989, the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child affirms that
children in all countries have fundamental rights, including rights to
education. To date, 192 states are signatories to or have in some form
ratified the accord. Children are still imperilled in many countries,
however, and are often not made aware of their guaranteed rights.In
Empowering Children, R. Brian Howe and Katherine Covell assert that
educating children about their basic rights is a necessary means not
only of fulfilling a country?s legal obligations, but also of advancing
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education about democratic principles and the practice of citizenship.
The authors contend that children?s rights education empowers
children as persons and as rights-respecting citizens in democratic
societies. Such education has a ?contagion effect? that brings about a
general social knowledge on human rights and social responsibility.
Although there remain obstacles to the implementation of children?s
rights in many countries, Howe and Covell argue that reforming schools
and enhancing teacher education are absolutely essential to the
creation of a new culture of respect toward children as citizens. Their
thorough and passionate work marks a significant advance in the field.
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The papers in this volume are the refereed papers presented at Al-
2013, the Thirty-third SGAI International Conference on Innovative
Techniques and Applications of Atrtificial Intelligence, held in
Cambridge in December 2013 in both the technical and the application
streams. They present new and innovative developments and
applications, divided into technical stream sections on Knowledge
Discovery and Data Mining |, Knowledge Discovery and Data Mining |l,
Intelligent Agents, Representation and Reasoning, and Machine
Learning and Constraint Programming, followed by application stream
sections on Medical Applications, Applications in Education and
Information Science, and Al Applications. The volume also includes the
text of short papers presented as posters at the conference. This is the
thirtieth volume in the Research and Development in Intelligent
Systems series, which also incorporates the twenty-first volume in the



Applications and Innovations in Intelligent Systems series. These series
are essential reading for those who wish to keep up to date with
developments in this important field.



