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This new textbook for students of social theory considers the role of
public intervention in social and economic processes. It is a clear,
critical discussion of different theoretical and political perspectives on
social policy.Barry Hindess begins with the 'consensus' view, shared by
senior politicians, civil servants, and academics throughout much of the
postwar period. This view depends on two beliefs: in the capacity of
government to manage the economy; and in the development of a
qualitatively new relationship between the state and the population.
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