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In this volume, Bernstein identifies the qualities that make an entity
deserving of moral consideration. It is often assumed that only
""normal"" human beings count. Bernstein argues for
""experientialism"", the view that having conscious experiences is
necessary and sufficient for moral standing.
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The purpose of the book is twofold. First it tries to give a descriptive
account of subjects in English. The second aim is to elucidate the
status of the subject both as a concept in grammatical theory and with
regard to the question whether the subject is determined by item-
specific arbitrary formal restrictions in the same way as postverbal
complements of the verb have been shown to be.
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