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The professionalization project in American business education, 1881-
1941 -- An occupation in search of legitimacy -- Ideas of order:
science, the professions, and the university in late nineteenth- and
early twentieth-century America -- The invention of the university-
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Is management a profession? Should it be? Can it be? This major work
of social and intellectual history reveals how such questions have
driven business education and shaped American management and
society for more than a century. The book is also a call for reform.
Rakesh Khurana shows that university-based business schools were



founded to train a professional class of managers in the mold of

doctors and lawyers but have effectively retreated from that goal,
leaving a gaping moral hole at the center of business education and
perhaps in management itself. Khurana begins in the late nineteenth
century, when members of an emerging managerial elite, seeking social
status to match the wealth and power they had accrued, began working
with major universities to establish graduate business education
programs paralleling those for medicine and law. Constituting business
as a profession, however, required codifying the knowledge relevant for
practitioners and developing enforceable standards of conduct.
Khurana, drawing on a rich set of archival material from business
schools, foundations, and academic associations, traces how business
educators confronted these challenges with varying strategies during
the Progressive era and the Depression, the postwar boom years, and
recent decades of freewheeling capitalism. Today, Khurana argues,
business schools have largely capitulated in the battle for
professionalism and have become merely purveyors of a product, the
MBA, with students treated as consumers. Professional and moral ideals
that once animated and inspired business schools have been conquered
by a perspective that managers are merely agents of shareholders,
beholden only to the cause of share profits. According to Khurana, we
should not thus be surprised at the rise of corporate malfeasance. The
time has come, he concludes, to rejuvenate intellectually and morally
the training of our future business leaders.
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In late classical and early medieval China, ascetics strove to become
transcendents--deathless beings with supernormal powers.
Practitioners developed dietetic, alchemical, meditative, gymnastic,
sexual, and medicinal disciplines (some of which are still practiced



today) to perfect themselves and thus transcend death. Narratives of
their achievements circulated widely. Ge Hong (283-343 C.E..) collected
and preserved many of their stories in his Traditions of Divine
Transcendents, affording us a window onto this extraordinary response
to human mortality. Robert Ford Company's groundbreaking and
carefully researched text offers the first complete, critical translation
and commentary for this important Chinese religious work, at the same
time establishing a method for reconstructing lost texts from medieval
China. Clear, exacting, and annotated, the translation comprises over a
hundred lively, engaging narratives of individuals deemed to have
fought death and won. Additionally, To Live as Long as Heaven and
Earth systematically introduces the Chinese quest for transcendence,
illuminating a poorly understood tradition that was an important source
of Daoist religion and a major social, cultural, and religious
phenomenon in its own right.



