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Compared with other developed nations, the United States is unique in
its high rates of both gun ownership and murder. Although widespread
gun ownership does not have much effect on the overall crime rate,
gun use does make criminal violence more lethal and has a unique
capacity to terrorize the public. Gun crime accounts for most of the
costs of gun violence in the United States, which are on the order of
100 billion per year. But that is not the whole story. Guns also provide
recreational benefits and sometimes are used virtuously in fending off
or forestalling criminal attacks. Given that g






