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The U.S.-French relationship is unique in mixing elements of rivalry

and cooperation. Historical allies and comrades in arms, the United
States and France are often fractious and quarrelsome. Their promotion
of competing visions for a post-Cold War Europe gives a sharp edge to
disputes over security and trade issues. Yet their mutual interests as
partners in multiple collective enterprises compel them to find ways to
put their relations on a surer footing. Doing so is also the key to
meeting the larger challenge of reconciling America's dominance as the
global superpower with the aspirations o



