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For the scholastic philosopher William Ockham (c. 1285-1347), there
are three kinds of heresy. The first, and most unmistakable, is an
outright denial of the truths of faith. Another is so obvious that a very
simple person, even if illiterate, can see how it contradicts Divine
Scripture. The third kind of heresy is less clear cut. It is perceptible only
after long deliberation and only to individuals who are learned, and well
versed in Scripture. It is this third variety of heresy that J.M.M.H.
Thijssen addresses in Censure and Heresy at the University of Paris,
1200-1400. The book documents 30 cases in which university trained
scholars were condemned for disseminating allegedly erroneous
opinions in their teaching or writing, and focuses particularly on four
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academic censures that have occupied prominent positions in the
historiography of medieval philosophy. Thijssen grants central
importance to a number of questions so far neglected by historians
regarding judicial procedures, the authorities supervising the
orthodoxy of teaching, and the effects of condemnations on the careers
of the accused. He also places still current questions regarding
academic freedom and the nature of doctrinal authority into their
medieval contexts.
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Although the theoretical importance of dance has always been
recognized, dance has been relatively neglected in the philosophy of
art. In this sequel to Off the Ground, in which Professor Sparshott
focused on the concept of dance in general, A Measured Pace considers
the recognized classification of dance as art, its values, and
relationship to the other arts.Sparshott begins with an explanation of
the philosophical importance of the major classifications of dance and
their basis. He examines dance as a mimetic and expressive medium,
and reviews the major dimensions of dance form. He then explores the
relationship of dance to three related fields: music, language, and
theatre. Sparshott also discusses the major philosophical problems of
dance as an art: the specific values of dance; the relation between the
way the audience perceives dance and the dancer's self-perception; the
ways in which dancing and dances are learned; the division of artistic
creation between choreographers and performers; and the ways in
which dances are identified and retain their identity through time. A
concluding chapter on how dances are recorded considers how the
media may change the nature of dance. A Measured Pace is a wide-
ranging and substantial contribution to a philosophical understanding
of dance.
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