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Philip Henry Gosse (1810-1888), a British naturalist, left home at age
17 and made his way to Alabama in 1838, where he had heard
educated people were in demand. He was employed by Judge Reuben
Saffold at Pleasant Hill in Dallas County as a teacher for about a dozen
children of local landowners, but his principal interest was natural
history. During the eight months he lived in th Black Belt he watched,
listened, thought, took notes, and made sketches--activities that
eventually led to Letters from Alabama. He lived among Alabamians,
talked and listened to them, saw them at the
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