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During the Mississippian period (approximately A.D. 1000-1600) in the
midwestern and southeastern United States a variety of greater and
lesser chiefdoms took shape. Archaeologists have for many years
explored the nature of these chiefdoms from the perspective common
in archaeological investigations-from the top down, investigating
ceremonial elite mound structures and predicting the basic domestic
unit from that data. Because of the increased number of field
investigations at the community level in recent years, this volume is
able to move the scale of investigation down to the level
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