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The rules presented in this volume of "Principles of European Law" deal
with commercial agency, franchise and distribution contracts, and with
other contracts where one party uses the other party's skill and efforts
to bring its products to the market. Although these Principles are not
directly applicable to other long-term (commercial) contracts, some of
the Articles may be applied to such contracts by way of analogy where
appropriate. The economic function of all three contracts is that they
are instrumental in bringing products to the market. They are so-called
vertical agreements, as they are agreements between economic actors
on different levels in the production and distribution chain. Obviously,
the economic importance of these contracts is enormous since they
form the connection between producers and retailers who sell the
products to consumers and other final users. There are only very few
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economic sectors where producers regularly sell their products directly
to final consumer users. Goodwill compensation after the ending of a
distribution contract, the moment at which the agent's commission is
due, the franchisor's obligation to maintain the good reputation of the
network are but a few examples of issues where specific rules are
needed in order to give legal practice some guidance and to provide
practitioners with a reasonable degree of legal certainty.
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Adobe : productivity and creativity tools -- Amazon CreateSpace : self-
publishing platform -- Aurasma : augmented reality service --
BrandYourself : online reputation management service -- Camtasia :
screen recording and video editing software -- Codecademy : online
education platform (programming) -- Coursera : massive open online
courses (MOOCs) platform -- Digital public library of America : digital
library -- Diigo : social bookmarking service -- Dropbox : cloud
storage/file hosting/sharing service -- Ebooks : ebook collections and
services -- Ebook readers : ebook reading devices -- Evernote : note-
taking software -- Flipboard : social news aggregator -- Google drive :
cloud storage/file hosting/sharing service -- Google glass : augmented
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reality/wearable technology -- Google hangouts : video conferencing
service -- GoToMeeting : video conferencing service -- Hootsuite :
social media management service -- Infogr.am : infographics creator
-- Instagram : photo and video sharing service -- Issuu : digital
publishing service -- Jumpshare : cloud storage/file hosting/sharing
service -- Kaywa : qr code scanner and generator -- Kickstarter :
crowdfunding platform -- Learnist : digital learning board --
LiveBinders : social bookmarking service -- Makerspaces : DIY
collaborative workspaces -- Mendeley : reference management and
collaboration service -- Microsoft Office online : productivity tool --
Mobile apps for libraries : mobile applications -- Netvibes : social
media management service -- OneDrive : cloud storage/file
hosting/sharing service -- Paper.li : social news aggregator --
Pinterest : social bookmarking service -- Poll everywhere : audience
response/polling service -- Popplet : visualization service -- Project
Gutenberg self-publishing press : self-publishing platform -- Quick
response (QR) codes : barcode scanning and generator software --
Readability : Web and mobile reading application -- Scoop.it : social
news aggregator -- Scribd : digital library/self-publishing platform --
Smashwords : digital library/self-publishing platform -- Snapchat :
photo and video sharing service -- Storify : social news aggregator --
Technology, entertainment, design (TED) : global conference/ideas
sharing platform -- Text 2 mind map : visualization service --
TodaysMeet : microblogging service -- Tumblr : microblogging/social
networking service -- Tweetdeck : social media management service --
Udutu : course management system -- Unglue.it : crowdfunding
platform -- Vine : video sharing service -- Voki : avatar creation service
-- Wattpad : social networking service -- Weebly : web hosting service
-- WhatsApp : instant messaging service -- Wikispaces : wiki hosting
service -- XPRIZE : philanthropic competition -- Yammer : social
networking service -- Zinio : digital publishing service -- Appendix I.
Tips and teaching tools for keeping up-to-date with emerging
technologies and discovering new resources -- Appendix II. Social
media tools, apps and other resources - annotated summaries --
Appendix III. Referenced websites -- Appendix IV. Tools by type of
service -- Appendix V. Tools availability by mobile device.


