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Fungi occupy an important place in the natural world, as non-
photosynthetic organisms, they obtain their nutrients from the
degradation of organic material. They use many of their secondary
metabolites to secure a place in a competitive natural environment and
to protect themselves from predation. The diverse structures,
biosyntheses and biological activities of fungal metabolites have
attracted chemists for many years. Fungi are ubiquitous and their
activities affect many aspects of our daily lives whether it be as sources
of pharmaceuticals and food or as spoilage organisms and the causes
of



