
UNINA99104552155033211. Record Nr.

Titolo Paying the human costs of war [[electronic resource] ] : American public
opinion and casualties in military conflicts / / Christopher Gelpi, Peter
D. Feaver, Jason Reifler

Pubbl/distr/stampa Princeton, : Princeton University Press, 2009

ISBN 1-282-15840-6
9786612158407
1-4008-3009-5

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (303 p.)

Altri autori (Persone) FeaverPeter
ReiflerJason Aaron <1972->

Disciplina 320

Soggetti War - Public opinion
Militarism - United States
Electronic books.
United States Military policy Public opinion

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Edizione [Course Book]

Livello bibliografico

Note generali Description based upon print version of record.

Nota di bibliografia

Nota di contenuto

Includes bibliographical references (p. [265]-282) and index.

Sommario/riassunto

Frontmatter -- Contents -- Illustrations -- Tables --
Acknowledgments -- Chapter One. Theories of American Attitudes
Toward Warfare -- Chapter Two. America's Tolerance For Casualties,
1950-2006 -- Chapter Three. Measuring Individual Attitudes Toward
Military Conflict -- Chapter Four. Experimental Evidence on Attitudes
Toward Military Conflict -- Chapter Five. Individual Attitudes Toward
The Iraq War, 2003-2004 -- Chapter Six. Iraq the Vote: War and the
Presidential Election of 2004 -- Chapter Seven. The Sources and
Meaning of Success in Iraq -- Chapter Eight. Conclusion --
Bibliography -- Index
From the Korean War to the current conflict in Iraq, Paying the Human
Costs of War examines the ways in which the American public decides
whether to support the use of military force. Contrary to the
conventional view, the authors demonstrate that the public does not
respond reflexively and solely to the number of casualties in a conflict.
Instead, the book argues that the public makes reasoned and
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reasonable cost-benefit calculations for their continued support of a
war based on the justifications for it and the likelihood it will succeed,
along with the costs that have been suffered in casualties. Of these
factors, the book finds that the most important consideration for the
public is the expectation of success. If the public believes that a
mission will succeed, the public will support it even if the costs are
high. When the public does not expect the mission to succeed, even
small costs will cause the withdrawal of support. Providing a wealth of
new evidence about American attitudes toward military conflict, Paying
the Human Costs of War offers insights into a controversial, timely, and
ongoing national discussion.


