
UNINA99104550470033211. Record Nr.

Titolo Ritual and religion in the making of humanity / / Roy A. Rappaport
[[electronic resource]]

Pubbl/distr/stampa Cambridge : , : Cambridge University Press, , 1999

ISBN 0-511-05231-6
0-511-81468-2
0-511-15173-X
0-511-01603-4

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (xxiii, 535 pages) : digital, PDF file(s)

Collana Cambridge studies in social and cultural anthropology ; ; 110

Disciplina 291.3/8

Soggetti Ritual
Religion

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Livello bibliografico

Note generali Title from publisher's bibliographic system (viewed on 05 Oct 2015).

Nota di contenuto

Sommario/riassunto

Foreword / Keith Hart -- 1. Introduction -- 2. The ritual form -- 3.
Self-referential messages -- 4. Enactments of meaning -- 5. Word and
act, form and substance -- 6. Time and liturgical order -- 7. Intervals,
eternity, and communitas -- 8. Simultaneity and hierarchy -- 9. The
idea of the sacred -- 10. Sanctification -- 11. Truth and order -- 12.
The numinous, the Holy, and the divine -- 13. Religion in adaptation --
14. The breaking of the Holy and its salvation.
Roy Rappaport argues that religion is central to the continuing
evolution of life, although it has been been displaced from its original
position of intellectual authority by the rise of modern science. His
book, which could be construed as in some degree religious as well as
about religion, insists that religion can and must be reconciled with
science. Combining  adaptive and cognitive approaches to the study of
humankind, he mounts a comprehensive analysis of religion's
evolutionary significance, seeing it as co-extensive with the invention
of language and hence of culture as we know it. At the same time he
assembles the fullest study yet of religion's main component, ritual,
which constructs the conceptions which we take to be religious and has
been central in the making of humanity's adaptation. The text amounts
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to a manual for effective ritual, illustrated by examples drawn from
anthropology, history, philosophy, comparative religion, and elsewhere.
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The service sector is large and growing. Additionally, international
trade in services is growing rapidly. Yet there is a dearth of empirical
research on the size, scope and potential impact of services trade. The
underlying source of this gap is well-known-official statistics on the
service sector in general, and trade in services in particular, lack the
level of detail available for the manufacturing sector in many
dimensions.Because services are such a large and important
component of the US economy, understanding the implications of
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increased trade in services is crucial to the trade liberalization agenda
going forward. In this path-breaking book, J. Bradford Jensen conducts
primary research using a range of data sources to produce the most
detailed and robust portrait available on the size, scope, and potential
impact of trade in services on the US economy. Jensen presents new
evidence on the prevalence of service firm participation in international
trade. He finds that, in spite of US comparative advantage in service
activities, service firms' export participation lags manufacturing firms.
Jensen evaluates the impediments to services trade and finds evidence
that there is considerable room for liberalization-especially among the
large, fast-growing developing economies.The policy recommendations
coming out of this path-breaking study are quite clear. The United
States should not fear trade in services. It should be pushing
aggressively for services trade liberalization. Because other advanced
economies have similar comparative advantage in service, the United
States should make common cause with the European Union and other
advanced economies to encourage the large, fast-growing developing
economies to liberalize their service sectors through multilateral
negotiations in the General Agreement on Trade in Services and the
Government Procurement Agreement. Jensen notes that the coming
global infrastructure building boom is of historic proportions and
provides an enormous opportunity for US service firms if the proper
policies are in place. Increased trade in services might help rebalance
the global economy, and both developed and developing economies
would benefit from the productivity-enhancing reallocation brought by
increased trade in services.


