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The Vital Lie is the first book to examine the reality-illusion conflict in
modern drama from Ibsen to present-day playwrights. The book
questions why vital lies, lies necessary for life itself, are such an
obsessive concern for playwrights of the last hundred years. Using the
work of fifteen playwrights, Abbott seeks to discover if modern
playwrights treat illusions as helpful or necessary to life, or as signals
of sicknesses from which human beings need to be cured. What
happens to characters when they are forced to face the truth about
themselves and their worlds without th
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In July, 2010, the International Association for Assyriology met in
Barcelona, Spain, for 5 days to deliver and listen to papers on the
theme “Time and History in the Ancient Near East.” This volume, the
proceedings of the conference, contains 70 of the papers read at the
56th annual Rencontre, including the papers from several workshop
sessions on “architecture and archaeology,” “early Akkadian and its
Semitic context,” “ Hurrian language,” “law in the ancient Near East,”
“Middle Assyrian texts and studies,” and a variety of additional papers
not directly related to the conference theme. The photo on the back
cover shows only a representative portion of the attendees, who were
warmly hosted by faculty and students from the University of Barcelona.


