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M. Reda Bhacker looks at the role of Oman in the Indian Ocean prior to
British domination of the region. Omani merchant communities played
a crucial part in the development of commercial activity throughout the
territories they held in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries,
especially between Muscat and Zanzibar, using long established trade
networks. They were also largely responsible for the integration of the
commerce of the Indian Ocean into the nascent global capitalist
system.The author, himself a member of an important Omani merchant
family, looks in detail at the complex re
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