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Economists have acknowledged that a major limitation to economic
theory has been its failure to incorporate human values and beliefs as
motivational factors. This book addresses the problem by bringing
together anthropologists with diverse backgrounds in
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Despite allegations of political disengagement and apathy on the part
of the young, the last ten years have witnessed a considerable degree
of political activity by young people - much of it led by students or
directed at changes to the higher education system. Such activity has
been evident across the globe. Nevertheless, to date, no book has
brought together contributions from a wide variety of national contexts
to explore such trends in a rigorous manner. Student Politics and
Protest: International Perspectives offers a unique contribution to the
disciplines of education, sociology, social policy, politics and youth
studies. It provides the first book-length analysis of student politics
within contemporary higher education comprising contributions from a
variety of different countries and addressing questions such as:  What
roles do students' unions play in politics today? How successful are
students in bringing about change? In what ways are students engaged
in politics and protest in contemporary society? How does such
engagement differ by national context?  Student Politics and Protest:
International Perspectives explores a number of common themes,
including: the focus and nature of student politics and protest; whether
students are engaging in fundamentally new forms of political activity;
the characteristics of politically engaged students; the extent to which
such activity can be considered to be 'globalised'; and societal
responses to political activity on the part of students. Student Politics
and Protest: International Perspectives does not seek to develop a
coherent argument across all its chapters but, instead, illustrate the
variety of empirical foci, theoretical resources and substantive
arguments that are being made in relation to student politics and
protest. International in scope, with all chapters dealing with recent
developments concerning student politics and protest, this book will be
an invaluable guide for Higher Education professionals, masters and
postgraduate students in education, sociology, social policy, politics
and youth studies.


